Immunohistochemical investigation of secretory component and immunoglobulin A in the genital tract of the female rat.
There was intense labelling of secretory component (sc) in the glandular and luminal epithelia of the uterine horns at pro-oestrus, oestrus and Day 1 of pregnancy, but at other stages labelling was weak or undetectable. There was also intense labelling of sc in the superficial layer of cells in the stratified epithelia of the cervix and vagina at pro-oestrus and Days 4-7 of pregnancy, but not at other stages. Plasma cells containing immunoglobulin A (IgA) were not observed in any region of the genital tract at any of the times studied. The presence of sc coupled with an absence of IgA-containing plasma cells suggest that IgA in genital tract secretions of the female rat may be derived mainly from serum.